PEMINSLILA TEMPLE BETH EL
OUR PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

WE HONOR AND CELEBRATE
RABBI MAYA LEIBOVICH

WE THANK YOU FOR THE BLESSING OF SHABBAT AND YOUR HOSPITALITY DURING
THE MANY VISITS BY OUR MEMBERS TO KEHILAT MEVASSERET ZION IN JERUSALEM
AND WE REMEMBER WITH JOY YOUR VISIT TO PENINSULA TEMPLE BETH EL.

YOUR EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN REFORM JUDAISM IN ISRAEL INSPIRE US ALL,
AND WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE FOR OUR PEOPLE.

WITH LOVE AND ENDURING FRIENDSHIP,
MANDY AND RABBI DENNIS EISNER AND
THE ENTIRE STAFF, BOARD AND CONGREGANTS OF

PENINSULA TEMPLE BETH EL SAN MATEO CALIFORNIA
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It is not the way of a woman to sit idle.
Talmud Yerushalmi

With heartfelt gratitude to

RABBI MAYA EIBOVICH

For her extraordinary leadership,
For her profound love for Israel and the Jewish people,
For her dedication to pluralism and social justice,

And for her amazing ability to teach Torah.

Marc A. Kline, Rabbi Monmouth Reform Temple
Gabrielle Clissold, Cantor 332 Hance Avenue

Sally J. Priesand, Rabbi Emerita Tinton Falls, NJ 07712
Jay Wiesenfeld, President 732.747.9365

Haverim y’karim,

The midrash, in its commentary on The Song of Songs, states that “one who teaches Torah should make her words and her deeds as sweet and as
pleasant as honey from the honeycomb.” Rabbi Maya Leibovich has certainly been the embodiment of these words throughout his career, and it
is therefore with a deep sense of gratitude and joy that I send these words of greeting and friendship to Maya and her family as your community
marks her retirement from the pulpit this summer.

Rabbi Leibovich possesses every quality we cherish and hope for in a rabbi as we educate our students at the Hebrew Union College. She is a
marbitzah Torah, a teacher of Torah who has lovingly and judiciously instructed and guided your congregation and the larger community with
the teachings and values of our tradition. A haverah, a friend, Rabbi Leibovich has always present with tears and smiles in times of joy and
celebration, as well as pain and distress, with her warm and caring personality. And as a hachamah, a wise and insightful counselor, Maya has
always able to provide appropriate guidance and counsel that springs from the depths of her heart and her soul, her knowledge and her mind.
Happy is your congregation that this woman has been your ro’ah, your shepherd, for her career. You have been blessed by her as have we all.

A halutzah and bonah in the Israeli Reform rabbinate, Rabbi Leibovich can look back upon a distinguished and caring career of service to your
congregation, to MARAM, to our Reform Movement, to the Jewish people, and to the larger world. She has been a consummate teacher, an ac-
tive agent for social change and tikkun olam in so many areas. It is small wonder that you have flourished under her leadership and that those
of us in the Reform Movement at HUC have been so appreciative of her contributions and her leadership. Maya has made the words and deeds
of Torah “as sweet as honey from the honeycomb” to all of us, and Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion is grateful for the privilege
it has had to be the source of her education and formation as a rabbi.

Rabbi Leibovich has made us all proud and my wife Jackie and I are delighted to recognize and salute her achievements as together you mark
this special moment of transition in her life and in the life of your congregation. May she continue to grow from hayil I'hayil, and may God
continue to bless Maya, her family, and you in this congregation that they have nurtured as she move on to the next chapters in her life.

B’ydidut u'v’ho-karah,

Rabbi David Ellenson, Ph.D.
Chancellor Emeritus of HUC
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Dear Rav Maya,

There are no words to properly express
how knowing you has enriched our lives.
Like so many others in our community, the
light and strength of your presence drew us
in, and for that we will be forever grateful.
Your onn wen has given us a nmin* n'a for
ourselves, our children, grandchildren and
those who will follow. How many people
have such long-reaching influence?

G-d bless you, Menachem and the family
with much good health and nna.

With much respect, love and appreciation,
Yours always,
Kay & Adi Elkayam
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Raba Maya Leibovitz

For twenty years you devoted yourself
to the development of a vibrant,
pluralistic Jewish entity in Mevasseret
Zion.

We are full of admiration for your
achievements and we hope that
we will be equal to the challenge
of maintaining and enriching this
community which you have created
with  love, determination and
inspiration.

Judy & Moshe Admon
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RABBI AARON D. PANKEN, PH.D.
PRESIDENT

March 15, 2015

24 Adar 5775
Rabbi Maya Leibovich

Kehilat Mevasseret Zion
POB 40148
Mevasseret Zion, Israel

Dear Maya,

On behalf of the faculty, students, administration, and Boards of Governors and Overseers of Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, | am honored to congratulate you on the culmination of your twenty-two
years of dedicated service to Kehilat Mevasseret Zion.

As the first native-born Israeli woman to be ordained a rabbi in the State of Israel, you have been an
exceptional pioneer. Together with a handful of families, you founded your congregation and have nurtured
its growth into a flourishing community and a powerful force for pluralism in the Jewish State. You have been
an ambassador linking the Israeli Reform Movement with communities far and wide throughout North
America and around the world.

As a devoted spiritual leader, you have offered your congregants pastoral counseling and care during difficult
personal moments and the challenges of Israeli life during times of terrorism and war. You have engaged
learners of all generations to embrace Judaism’s teachings and heritage. As a voice for social justice and
human rights, you have expressed our faith’s highest values.

We take great pride in your tremendous achievements and commitment to excellence. You are a true heroine
of the Jewish People.

As you embark on a new chapter in your life, we wish you continued fulfillment and joy, together with
Menachem and your children Itzhak, Gilad, Avishag, and Iftach. May you be blessed with health, happiness,
and peace in the years ahead.

In friendship,

h—.

Rabbi Aaron D. Panken, Ph.D.
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UNION for
REFORM JUDAISM

BETIST PIRCY TIACKA

Office of the President

May 2, 2015
14Tyar 5775

Rabbi Maya Leibovich

Kehilat Mevasseret Zion

POB 40148

Mevasseret Zion 9140002 ISRAEL

Dear Maya,

Because you and I have a longstanding, close relationship, I am especially delighted to add my own mazel tov
and yasher koach—both personally and on behalf of the Union for Reform Judaism —to the many others I know
you are receiving this evening as you are honored by the entire Mevasseret Zion family. It is no surprise that
the members of your synagogue family are celebrating you, their beloved rabbi, teacher and friend, who, for
decades, has been Mevasseret Zion’s driving force and the pillar on which the congregation rests.

A trailblazer in every way, you were the first female sabra ordained as a rabbi by Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion, and in the years since, you have worked tirelessly to build and sustain Mevasseret Zion as
a welcoming, vibrant, and vital Reform presence in greater Jerusalem. A gifted and passionate leader of our
movement, you have promoted the work of the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMP]) tirelessly to
North American audiences, building and strengthening Jews’ ties to Medinat Yisrael. 1 am particularly proud
that when I was a congregational rabbi, you were a frequent and beloved guest at Westchester Reform Temple,
and that ours was one of the first congregations to “twin” with the fledgling Mevasseret Zion. Today, it stands
as a truly inviting presence throughout the region, bringing God and Torah into the lives of congregants and
their families. Indeed, Reform Judaism is proud to count you among its own.

Tonight, as your entire congregational family, bestows much deserved praise, recognition and affection upon
you, their adored rabbi and teacher, I hope you take pride in your many meaningful accomplishments on
behalf of the incredible community you have built and in this heartfelt tribute in your honor. May the
countenance of the Holy One of Blessing shine brightly upon you and all who hold Kehilat Mevasseret Zion
dear, and may you continue to go and grow from strength to strength. Yasher koach.

Byedidut,
M

Rick Jacobs
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Dear Rav Maya,

To work so many years,
with young and old,

with a community.

To give all of yourself.
And to feel that

they became your family.

In the end comes the time
and one has to leave.
It is sad

And one feels like falling apart.

Why not just a little longer...

But if one picks oneself up,
one will keep swimming
head clear above the water.

And from every ending,
comes a new beginning.

And, therefore, I want to ask you a
question:

“Is there life after work?”

And you will answer:

“Of course!

It is just a beginning.

There is so much to learn

and to do.

Anything my heart desires!”

So onwards!

Because at the end of every day,
a new day begins.

A day sweeter than honey
on which a person becomes
happy and new!

.\:
1

e b 15 ]

| BT R

Qv TNIR 7727 RIT 2P PR 772K 1MARY ARDY 207 7920 7O ININK TNaw N
.7°°m2 T WA 9% N0

fronors DRabhi %@ Cofponieh, am m;ca@m@zmy rabbi and
éMMZ@{ an her relirement.

May the One who blessed our foremothers Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah and our forefathers
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob bless you as you enter into this new chapter in your life!

Warm wishes and thank you ever so much for your long years of advice and support. A *

and especially the students of the Israel program

Rabbi Prof. Walter Homolka Jasmin Andriani g . % 4y
Rector of the Abraham Geiger College Lior Bar-Ami eneer 4
and Ariel Pollak
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Dear Maya:

You can be very proud of your accomplish-
ments with Kamatz, you have built

a dynamic Kehila, leaving as testimony the
beautiful building and a thriving congrega-
tion that exists as a result of your efforts and
perseverance. Kol Hakavod!!!

May God shine your path for a new begin-
ning in your private life.

Hoping to still see you sometimes in the
synagogue, your second home.

With much appreciation
Renata and Jose Isaak

Dear Rabbi Maya,

"17823 Nnnown" consider ourselves amazingly
fortunate to have found Kehillah Mevasseret
Zion when we came to Israel in 2008.

We will never forget what a warm and wel-
coming place it has been for us under your
leadership. Through simchas (Nathaniel's
bar mitzvah) and difficulties (such as ill-
ness) you have been there for us.

We wish you all the best in the next phase
of your lifelong adventures of body, mind,
and spirit!

Nancy, Richard, and Nathaniel Navarro
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Dear Maya,

As the oldest active couple in the Kehilla we feel very hon-
ored to have been with you since you first came to us.
We appreciate the many roles you have filled and your
countless accomplishments. You have been our rabbi, our
leader, our educational consultant and you have helped
in building the English-speaking Bible group. We have
watched you develop the kids Bar/Bat Mitzvah programs
by using the many talented young people to help train
the even younger children. Personally you have been with
us during some difficult periods and celebrated our good
moments. The list never ends. You were everywhere and
with everyone. Thank you, we will miss you but expect
you will continue to join us.

God Bless, Chuck and JoAnne Greenblatt
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Dear Rabbi Maya,

It is with great admiration, respect and affection for you that our
very best wishes are extended as you move forward on your new

path. May all your years ahead be as golden as the years past.

Kol hakavod,
1oby z "l and Seymour Lipton
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Thanks Rabbi Maya
For all of your wonderful
Years of service as our
Rabbi1 and friend.
Enjoy this New and Exciting
Time in your life.
All the best,

Joel and Jenny Reinstein

Since 1998, Rabbi Maya Ieibovich and her family have
been our Rabbi in Israel, and our family as well!
We are proud to honor her with this page in the Journal

but more proud that she and her family have found
room in their hearts for the Gilbert Family!

Dennis, Nancy, Shane and Lee Gilbert
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Dear Maya,

We want to express our feelings of gratitude
and admiration to you for all you have done
for our Kehila.

You were the visionary, the leader, the
ground breaker. You saw what the rest of
us difficulty imagining and you had worked
tirelessly to make your vision of a support-
ive and dynamic kehila into a reality.

May you find much joy and satisfaction in
the next exciting chapter of your life.

With love and appreciation,
Gary and Maayan Newman

With admiration
Joyce D. Rudnick,
Port Washington, NY

Maya,

For over 20 years, you have been both a guid-
ing voice and a dynamic leader as Kamatz
has grown from a small, tentative experi-
ment into a strong and vibrant congrega-
tion. Thanks to your vision, drive and de-
votion, we now have a stunning synagogue,
an excellent daycare, and programming for
all ages. Through uplifting religious ser-
vices and meaningful ceremonies, you have
helped us find our place in Judaism and our
voice in prayer; through your caring and
personal touch you have helped us become
a community.

On a personal level, thank you for your
partnership in Kehilla matters, your wis-
dom and support through the vagaries of
life, and most of all, your ongoing friend-
ship!

Best wishes in your busy retirement!
Aviva Schwarzfeld

Kol hakavod to a
wonderful friend and
a great Jewish leader,

Susan & Gary
Aidekman
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Dear Maya....

I first met you in the late <90s while doing volunteer work on the NY Regional Board of
ARZA and participating in UR] kallot in Israel. It was a transition time in my life, and
your story, your warmth, and your inspiration helped me make the leap to rabbinical
school as a very second-career student. Then, your embracing hospitality and support
during my Year in Israel in 2002-3 has been a role model and inspiration to me ever
since. May this next stage in your life be as rewarding and fulfilling as you wish for.
Yasher koach and may you continue to go from strength to strength.

Fondest and warmest congratulations,

Rabbi Debra Goldstein
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Mazal tov, Maya, on your years of

inspirational, pioneering leadership!

Rabbi Ron Segal, Temple Sinai,
Atlanta, GA
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To Rabbi Maya Leibovich -
dear friend and co-worker
in Israel and in the Former
Soviet Union.

Rabbi Joel Oseran
World Union for Progres-
sive Judaism
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“If you will it, it is no dream.”
Maya, your vision and tenacity
and ability to ignore impedi-
ments in pursuit of your dream
are an inspiration.

With affection and admiration,
Dru and Ted Greenwood

il valimblolivive

Rabbi Robin Nafshi
Cantor Shira Nafshi
Temple Beth Jacob
Concord, New Hampshire
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We will forever be indebted to Rav Maya
and her daughter Avishag for preparing
our special needs son, Guy, for his Bar
Mitzvah. When Rav Maya first came to
our home to discuss if Guy was capable
of reciting his Haftara, she asked if he
liked music. She then suggested that
Avishag come to our home with her gui-
tar and teach Guy to learn by heart the
words and melody. With Avishag and
her guitar at his side, Guy performed
perfectly. There was not a dry eye in the
congregation.

Haya and Larry Abraham

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Maya.

It was always a pleasure to have the Rabbi visit
our community in Miami. Her smile and pos-
itive energy was delightful to be around. Her
love of "Israel, her temple and family came
across in her presentations and speaking ven-
ues. Many of our congregants visited your
temple, feeling a connection because of Maya.
We even went shopping for her family during
some fun times . Rabbi Maya has a spirit of
reaching out to others and making the world
a better place. She really was a pace setter in
making her congregation a better place in the
world. May she continue to be blessed with
health, happiness and Peace.

Love from Paula Tabachnikoft and Family
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norm MY 00207 Y ;Y)Y YA NI MW Mapaw avnRpn By v 11 Adar, 5775
" " Rabbi Maya Leibovich
9K 9221 NPT ANANA 002" NP TXYING 2¥7 ;MP0NI) 720K Kehilat Mevasseret Zion
,TPROM AN D072 10 T2 AMOW nnoa AR 22 nnn TUna wIn pan Dear Maya,

,TmPﬂ‘?T m2NY Men A e ST AwnD 227137 7572 ™7 07w MX™MAA We are delighted that Kehilat Mevasseret Zion and our entire movement in Israel and throughout

99%0 WK 902 IR T1NRD the world will pay tribute to you on May 2nd. Unfortunately, a commitment in the States precludes
our physical presence on that date.

5 » »
233 Ay TPAm AN o2 1R As the first Israeli woman to be ordained a rabbi in Israel, you have become an inspirational role
model for countless colleagues. You have brought to your work outstanding personal attributes
which have enabled you to set the highest standards. Among your distinctive characteristics, I
would list the following: personal and intellectual integrity; broad knowledge of Jewish classic
sources and world culture; a commitment to enhance your own scholarship and to inculcate love
of Jewish study in others; a remarkable homiletic ability to distill profound interpretations of the
Torah and to draw relevant lessons for contemporary societal issues; a passionate conviction in
your ability to establish an innovative, creative congregation and to build a beautiful facility to
house its activities; and shaping an exemplary family—a life partner, Menachem, who shares your
aspirations and takes pride in your achievements, and children and grandchildren who perpetuate
your values and traditions.
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In sum, in your distinguished rabbinic career, you have fulfilled the prescription mandated in the
Woman of Valor:

“She plants a vineyard by her own labors
She girds herself with strength

And performs her tasks with vigor

Her mouth is full of wisdom

Her tongue with kindly teaching

Extol her for the fruit of her hand

And let her works praise her in the gates”
(Proverbs 31)

So, dear beloved and respected Maya, all of us in the congregation and movement who have been
privileged to be your students, express profound gratitude for your accomplishments. May you
and Menachem find nourishment in the fruit of your hands and may you continue to bless us with
many more years of inspired leadership.
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Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
Honorary Life President,
World Union for Progressive Judaism
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Dear Maya,

I am so proud of you and all you have accomplished on behalf of Kehillat Mevasseret Zion, the
Israeli Reform movement, the World Union for Progressive Judaism, and the cause of compas-
sion, justice and peace in Israel. You are a model of dignity, integrity, grit, grace, and love.
As your synagogue’s mater familias, you are a friend and teacher to many, and a mentor to
many younger colleagues, having inspired and built ex nihilo a congregation that is one of the
great successes and jewels in the crown of the Israeli Reform movement.

May the years ahead be ones of good health, family joy, friendship and peace for you and all
you love. Barbara, my Temple Israel of Hollywood community and I send you our love and

mazal tov.

Bivracha uvydidut uvahavah rabbah,

John L. Rosove, Rabbi
Temple Israel of Hollywood, Los Angeles
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Dear Maya and Menachem,

We are so pleased and proud to call you our friends.
Over the years we have shared much and we cherish our
connection to you and the family.

May you enjoy retirement in good health!

Let the adventure begin.

Lots of hugs from

Barbara and Philip Meltzer

Dear Maya,

We wish you contentment in your retirement and send you
much love. We remember happy times spent together.

Linda Capozzola and Adele Wasko
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With the deepest gratitude...

...for wonderful stories shared in our home and yours
...for joyful Shabbatot celebrated in KMZ’s beautiful building

...for binding our congregants with yours again and again over the Shabbat dinner table

...for friendships that will span our lifetimes

We celebrate you, Rabbi Maya, and wish you abundant blessings!

With much love,
Rabbi Ken Chasen, Allison Lee, Micah, Ben and Eliana
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